
35 – Acropolis 
 
Athens, Greece. Artists: Iktinos and Kallikrates. 447-410 BCE., Marble 
 

 Citadel 
 Remains of several ancient buildings 
 Akron: “edge, extremity”,  polis: “city” 
 Pericles coordinated construction of most important buildings (Golden age of Athens) 
 Parthenon (and other buildings) damaged in 1687 in siege by Venetians (being used for 

gunpowder storage) 
 7.4 acres on flat topped rock – 490 ft. above sea level 
 Parthenon built on “Persian debris” – rich archaeological deposit ‘debris’ from Persian 

sacking of the city in 480 BCE 
 

Parthenon (also  see: Khan Academy Video) 
 Former temple dedicated to the goddess Athena (patron of Athens) 
 Most important surviving building of Classical Greece – considered the zenith of Doric 

order 
 Decorative sculptures considered the high points in Greek art 
 Symbol of Ancient Greece: Athenian democracy, and western civilization . . . and one of the 

world’s greatest cultural monuments 
 Replaced older temple destroyed by the Persians (480 BCE) 
 Archaeoastronically aligned to the Hyades (nearest star cluster) 
 Sacred building that was actually primarily used as a treasury 
 Later used as a Christian church (6th century CE) and mosque (1460’s) 
 Surviving sculptures removed  - now known as the Elgin Marbles, sold in 1816 to British 

Museum . . .Greek government is committed (since 1983) to their return to Greece 
 Name: “unmarried woman’s apartment” in the house. Unsure why 
 Debate about use, howeve, the theory that the “function for the Parthenon’s sculptured 

decoration, one that establishes and perpetuates Athenian foundation myth, memory, 
values and identity.” (Joan Breton Connelly, archaeologist) has support by an increasing 
number of historians. 

 A colossal statue of Athena by Phidias, of gold, seemed to be a setting for viewing rather 
than as a “cult site” 

 Post and lintel  
Helios, horses, and Dionysus (Heracles?) 

 Part of “Elgin Marbles”  - ongoing dispute 
 Statuary from East pediment (also see: Khan Academy Video) 

Plaque of the Ergastines  (located in the Louvre) 
 It shows one of the high points of the Great Panathenaea festival held every four years in 

Athens. Here, six Ergastines (young women in charge of weaving the peplos overgarment 
offered to Athena) are greeted by two priests as they walk in procession towards the 
assembly of the gods. 

 Part of a 160 foot long frieze that decorated the colonnade . . . some 360 figures 



 See video @ Khan Academy 
 

Temple of Athena Nike 
 First fully ionic temple on the Acropolis 
 Named for frieze of Nikai, celebrating victory and sacrificing to their patroness, Athena 

Nike 
 Nike: means victory in Greek, and Athena was worshipped in this form, as goddess of 

victory in war and wisdom. 
 Built over remains of earlier temple (destroyed also by Persians) 
 27 feet long x 18.5 feet wide x 23 feet tall 
 demolished in 1686 (Turks) and reconstructed in 1834 
 Columns more slender (height to diameter ratio 7:1 versus usual 9:1 or 10 1 ratio) 

 
Victory adjusting her sandal 

 See video at Khan academy 
 Parapet  (barrier – extension of wall) relief sculpture 
 Concerned with impression than realistic portrayal of events 
 Preoccupation with line and contrast 
 New aesthetic – tired of war?  Eg. Transparent drapery 
 Prelude to Helenistic art style conventions 

 

 
Acropolis plan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athena
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